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Advisory Committee 
August 28, 2017 meeting minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
PRESENT: Co-Chair John Arnold, Co-Chair Paul Cavalli, Ellis Cohn, Steve Matteo, Robin McIntosh, Meg 
Quijano, Amy Rollins, Leamon Scott, Jeff Senders, Audra Caler-Bell, Karen Brace 
 
SELECT BOARD LIAISON: Marc Ratner 
 
GUESTS:  Roger Moody, Geoff Scott 
 
ABSENT: Martin Cates, Robin McIntosh 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
John Arnold convened the meeting at 4pm and introduced guests. 

 
Minutes 
Paul Cavalli made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of the June 26, 2017. Meg Quijano 
seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
CEDAC Projects 
SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVE 
The group discussed projects that CEDAC has been working on, beginning with the sustainability 
inventory recently completed. The list of current projects gathered from committee chairs and others 
that relate to sustainability in Camden was reviewed. 

● Paul described how CEDAC is looking at sustainability in its broadest sense, as sustaining a quality 
of life: energy initiatives, health and recreation, economic development and making Camden an 
attractive plane to live and work for residents of all ages. Audra noted that we can look at how to 
integrate elements of sustainable design into town projects: for instance, during work on parking 
lots, we can incorporate water-sensitive urban design strategies. 

● We plan to invite residents to be involved in integrating practices into community life through a 
visioning process. Through encouraging ownership, this would help get the public excited about 
participating in the initiative to “Make Camden the most sustainable town in Maine.” 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Audra brought up the fact that Economic Development means different things to different towns. What 
does it mean here? The group discussed concepts such as making the community vibrant year-round; 
attracting young people; housing and jobs. CEDAC will continue exploring sustainability in this light.  



 

 

● Marc brought up that he knows of young entrepreneurs who came here and started businesses 
due to the quality of life. The topic of Broadband / high-speed fiber ties in due to the ability to 
work remotely. Take-rates (adoption of the technology once the infrastructure is in place) has 
been an issue in some towns. Goals for Camden will be determined, one of which may be more 
widespread residential fiber access for purposes of telecommuting. 

● Roger noted that we also need to expand the workforce – that businesses have had trouble 
finding enough employees, and how this is related to economic sustainability. 

 
MET 
There was discussion about the new middle school relative to energy-related initiatives. Marc Ratner 
reported that there may be a fundraising campaign to further this effort. 
 
PROPERTIES 
Paul described CEDAC’s work on the Southern Gateway lots. Whether the town might look into a traffic 
plan for that intersection of John St, Camden St and Route 1. Audra said she saw a potential corridor or 
site master plan for that area. She added that it would be a good idea for Camden to look at its 
development priorities and identify the “frontiers” in Camden. Sagamore Farm was also discussed. 
 
PATHWAYS COMMITTEE – Geoff Scott 
Geoff Scott, Chair of Pathways, introduced the group to the goals and the work of the Camden-Rockport 
Pathways Committee, as it relates to health, recreation and quality of life. He outlined previous and 
current projects, one of which is completing the next phase of the Riverwalk. 
 
MET 
Paul said that he does not see CEDAC in the role of going out to find developers. Conditions that the 
school board had put forth for developing the property were reviewed. Marc updated the committee on 
recent conversations held on the topic. The general consensus was that CEDAC’s role could be to 
monitor the project and offer to help if there’s anything CEDAC can do when proposals come in.  
 
NEXT MEETING: 
September 25th at 4pm. 
 
---- Adjourn --- 
 
 
 
CEDAC MISSION 
To build and sustain a vital, multi-generational, year round community which will continue to retain and 
attract citizens and businesses, including young and creative individuals, to live and work in our town and 
our region. 
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